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Jo Hayward-Haines; easterly@nexicom.net OR Sheila Potter; sheila.potter@sympatico.ca
Petition for a pesticide by-law from the Residents of Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield:

"I want the lawns and gardens of our township to be safe for our children, our pets, and ourselves AND I want to know that our township council cares about protecting our environment!"

We, the undersigned residents of Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield, draw attention of the Council of Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield to the following:

· THAT peer-reviewed medical and epidemiological journals and reports point to strong associations between chemical pesticides and serious health consequences including, endocrine disruption and fertility problems, birth defects, brain tumours and brain cancer, breast cancer, prostate cancer, childhood leukaemia, cancer clusters in communities, gastric or stomach cancer, learning disabilities, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, canine malignant lymphoma, and various acute effects

· THAT 17 Ontario municipalities have enacted, or are in the process of enacting pesticide-use by-laws, including, Peterborough, Ottawa, Caledon, Guelph, Stratford, etc.

· THAT the corporation of the city of Peterborough as well as the Supreme Court of Canada recognise that regulating the non-essential use of pesticides will help to promote and protect human health
· THAT our children must be able to play, and run upon our green spaces safely and without the threat of acute or chronic illness
THEREFORE, your petitioners call upon the Council of Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield to enact a by-law regulating the use of pesticides within the township

(adhering to the exceptions and definitions as described in the Peterborough by-law # 05-077; http://pestinfo.ca/documents/Peterborough_By-law_05-077_.pdf)
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